
MMuussiicc  SShhooaallhhaavveenn  
Good Music Newsletter April 2016 

 

MMaayy  CCoonncceerrtt::  SSuuzzaannnnee  CCoowwaann  EEnnsseemmbbllee  

We were transported by Suzanne Cowan (Flute), David Vance (Piano) and Nigel Jones (Guitar) at our May 
concert. What a privilege to hear such music played at such a high standard by these fine musicians. The 
comments ranged from exquisite to soothing to lovely and every other adjective that describes the beauty of the 
music we heard. Those of you, who were unable to attend, really missed out on something special. 

 
 

OOUURR  NNEEXXTT  CCOONNCCEERRTT::  22::0000ppmm,,  SSuunnddaayy,,  2266
tthh

  JJuunnee,,  22001166                                                                                                  

NNoowwrraa  SScchhooooll  ooff  AArrttss  
 

SSYYDDNNEEYY  CCOONNSSEERRVVAATTOORRIIUUMM                                                                    

GGRREEAATT  SSOOUUTTHHEERRNN  TTOOUURR  EENNSSEEMMBBLLEE,,  

““CCOONN--QQUUEESSTT””  
 

 
The Wentworth Quartet: Alexander Chiu, Emma Rayner, Maxine Poon, Joseph Coen 

   
 

                   Baritone: Henry Wright           Harp: Rowan Phemister 
 

With David Miller AM, Pianist and Director of Ensemble Studies, Sydney Conservatorium.  



 The Wentworth Quartet 
The Wentworth Quartet is an exciting new string quartet formed in 2016 at the Sydney 
Conservatorium of Music and consists of members Alexander Chiu, Maxine Poon, Joseph Cohen and 
Emma Rayner. They are mentored by esteemed Norwegian violinist, Ole Bohn and are passionate 
about bringing the beauty and joy of music to audiences.  
ALEXANDER CHIU (violin) is currently in his fourth and final year completing his Honours at the 
Sydney Conservatorium of Music, studying violin with Professor Ole Bohn, where he has also been 
the recipient of the Jean (Giles) and Thomas Louis Pidcock Violin scholarship. Alexander has been a 
finalist in the Sydney Conservatorium Concerto Competition in 2014 and 2015 and has also served 
as the concertmaster of the Conservatorium Symphony Orchestra.  
Alex is passionate about orchestral performance and has performed with the London Symphony 
Orchestra, the Tasmanian Symphony Orchestra and has served as concertmaster of the Willoughby 
Symphony Orchestra. He was a member of the Sydney Youth Orchestra for over ten years and has 
also served as concertmaster of the orchestra. Alex was also an active member of the Australian 
Youth Orchestra and in 2013, toured internationally with Christoph Eschenbach and Joshua Bell, 
performing in famed venues such as the Concertgebouw in Amsterdam and the Menuhin Festival in 
Gstaad.  
In 2014, Alex was selected for the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra/AYO fellowship program and in 
2015, was invited to participate in the Aldeburgh Music Festival as a member of the Britten-Pears 
Orchestra in Aldeburgh, United Kingdom. In early 2016, Alex performed in Rio de Janeiro and was a 
member of the Festival de Musica de Santa Catarina, where he performed as a concertmaster of the 
symphony orchestra. Alexander has also performed in masterclasses for Ray Chen, Stefan Jackiw 
and Alexander Sitkovetsky. Alexander is also an active violin teacher at Newington College.  
MAXINE POON (violin) is currently in her 3rd year of studying her Bachelor of Music (Performance) 
at the Sydney Conservatorium of Music under the tutelage of Goetz Richter. She began learning the 
violin at the age of 4, soon followed after with the piano at age of 5.  
Maxine has been involved with numerous orchestras, as associate concertmaster of Northern 
Sydney Youth Symphony and as 1st violinist of Northern Sydney Youth Orchestra, Sydney Youth 
Orchestra, and Musician Project Orchestra. Before entering the Sydney Conservatorium, she was 
actively involved in leading Pymble Ladies’ College symphony orchestra, chamber string orchestra 
and string quartet. Whilst her time at Pymble she has performed as a soloist with Australian 
Brandenburg Orchestra Artistic Director, Paul Dyer, as well as being awarded the James Kelso 
Honour Prize which allowed her to attend the 2013 Gondwana National Composing School under 
the direction of Stephen Leek. She was also nominated for HSC Encore in 2013.  
Maxine thoroughly enjoys playing chamber music and has been apart of numerous string quartets 
under the directions of leading musicians such as Umberto Clerici, Janet Davies, Julian Smiles and 
Ole Bohn. In 2015, Maxine played in master classes with members of the Goldner Quartet and 
Eggner Trio. Some of her favourite musical experiences have been playing Beethoven’s late string 
quartets, Prokofiev Symphony 5 and Mahler 9. When she is not rehearsing and performing, Maxine 
enjoys teaching music, as she believes it’s important to always share the joy of music with others.  
JOSEPH COEN (viola) started studying violin at the Sydney Conservatorium of Music under the head 
of strings, Goetz Richter where he later switched to viola under the tutelage of Stuart Johnson. He 
has played in some of Australia’s finest youth orchestras from a young age, and these have him 
allowed him opportunities to work with other inspiring musicians.  
At the age of 13, Joseph attended the Riverina Summer School for Strings where he led the orchestra 
under the guidance of Carl Pini. After successfully auditioning for the Sydney Youth Orchestra the 
same year after having been principal 2nd violin with the Sydney Youth Philharmonic, he stayed 
with the orchestra for a number of years and, after leaving, started performing with the Australian 
Youth Orchestra National Music Camp. Joseph has also played with the Sydney North Chamber 
Orchestra performing Mozart’s Sinfonia Concertante.  
As a violinist he has had master classes with Charles Castleman and as a violist with Roger Benedict. 
He has played at some Sydney’s most iconic performance spaces, including the Sydney Opera House, 
the Town Hall and the City recital Hall and worked with internationally renowned artists such as 
Vladimir Ashkenazy, Steve Reich and Michael Tilson Thomas. 
 



EMMA RAYNER (violoncello) is a 19-year-old cellist originally from Albury. She began her cello 
studies in 2003 with Catriona Byles. In late 2007 her family moved to Canberra and she continued 
learning with Lindy Reksten, with whom she received her AMusA with distinction in 2011. She was 
fortunate to learn with Julian Smiles from 2012- 2014 whilst commuting from Canberra to Sydney.  
In 2015, Emma moved to Sydney to pursue her studies in music at the Conservatorium with Daniel 
Yeadon. She currently in her second year, studying cello with Umberto Clerici. Playing in chamber 
music ensembles and orchestras have been some of her most satisfying experiences. She has been 
involved in the Canberra Youth Orchestra, Border Music Camp, Australian Chamber Orchestra 
Academy, Australian Youth Orchestra, Canberra Symphony Orchestra, Sydney Sinfonia, Australian 
Festival of Chamber Music. In her course she, plays regularly with the Conservatorium Symphony 
Orchestra.  
She has been blessed to have had such wonderful mentors in these endeavours. Among them, local 
Canberra musicians such as Barbara-Jane Gilby, Jennifer Higgins, Rowan Harvey-Martin, Vernon Hill, 
Alan Hicks, Meriel Owens, Tor Fromyr, Calvin Bowan and David Pereira; as well as interstate and 
international musicians including, Max McBride, Melissa Barnard, Aiko Goto, Louise King, Michelle 
Walsh, Nicole Divall, Bernadette Harvey, Christoph Eggner, Richard Gill, Nicholas Milton, William 
Conway, James Judd, Christoph Eschenbach, Sir Mark Elder and Eduardo Diazmuñoz. Under their 
guidance, she has been acquainted with some excellent repertoire. She is deeply passionate about 
music and its role in bringing people together. 
HENRY WRIGHT (baritone) began classical singing lessons at the age of ten. He has performed as 
chorister and soloist in various school and community choirs, and was part of a touring choir to 
Europe in 2010 with the St Aloysius College Choir.  He has performed with Opera Australia’s 
Children’s Chorus, and many inter-school musicals and concerts.  With his versatile baritone voice, 
Henry enjoys singing in all styles, from popular and jazz to classical.  He particularly enjoys 
performing comedic roles from opera and musical theatre.   
Henry was selected for Encore 2014 by the Board of Studies and performed his HSC vocal repertoire 
at the Sydney Opera House in March 2015. Also in 2015, he was a finalist in the Joan Sutherland 
Memorial Vocal Scholarship Award at the Sydney Eisteddfod.  Henry was awarded a scholarship to 
study a Bachelor of Music Performance at the Sydney Conservatorium of Music, and throughout his 
first year he has enjoyed principle roles in both the 100th Anniversary Concert at the Opera House 
and in the 2015 Con Opera production of English Eccentrics by Malcolm Williamson. In December, 
he sang as bass soloist in Mosman Musical Society’s “Messiah”.  In 2016, Henry was the Bass in St. 
Stephen’s Uniting Church Sydney’s “The Crucifixion”. He is also scheduled to cover the role of Don 
Alfonso in The Sydney Conservatorium of Music’s production of “Cosi Fan Tutte” later this year.  
DAVID MILLER (piano) is widely recognized as one of Australia's leading pianists, chamber 
musicians and vocal accompanists.  He has been appointed as a member of the Order of Australia for 
his service to music. His distinguished career has included partnerships with many internationally 
renowned singers and instrumentalists. His performing schedule has taken him to the United 
Kingdom, New Zealand, Indonesia, Japan, China, Saudi Arabia, New Caledonia, Korea, Vanuatu, 
Thailand and Vietnam, as well as through most parts of Australia. He has toured and recorded 
regularly for the ABC and 2MBS-FM and served for several years on the Artistic Review Panel for 
Musica Viva Australia. Mr Miller has been on the staff of Sydney Conservatorium of Music since 1980 
and in 1995 was appointed the first chair of the Ensemble Studies Unit, with responsibility for 
Chamber Music/Accompaniment tuition and administration throughout the institution.  He 
introduced an innovative and comprehensive program of study for students at both graduate and 
under-graduate levels and actively promoted a wide variety of performance opportunities for 
student ensembles in concerts, broadcasts and tours. He has also conducted master classes and 
lectures for universities, conservatoriums, music organizations and music conferences in many 
parts of Australia and Asia.   David Miller’s studio has produced many of Australia’s finest young 
piano accompanists. He has been instrumental in setting up the Geoffrey Parsons Australian 
Scholarship and other awards to assist all young accompanists and repetiteurs in the development 
of their careers.  He is currently the President of the Accompanists' Guild of NSW and very active in 
the promotion of piano accompaniment as an independent art form worthy of professional 
recognition and academic research. 



THE HUGH MACKEN AWARD:  The HUGH MACKEN AWARD was instigated on 10th March, 1996, by 
Music Shoalhaven (Then the Nowra Music Club) in honour of Hugh Macken, who served as a very 
enthusiastic Music Director of the club. Hugh died suddenly from a severe heart attack. The award 
was established at a special memorial concert. The performers were pianists, Mira Jevtic and Rachel 
Valler and singers Ona Boyd-Frazier and David Haydon, accompanied by Edna Walker. Hugh’s 
passion was for the piano. The award is given by Music Shoalhaven to a young pianist residing in the 
Shoalhaven, who shows both potential in talent and enthusiastic dedication to his/her craft.                        
This year the award will be presented at this month’s (June’s) concert. Come along and find out who 
is this year’s recipient. 

SCHOOL CONCERTS: Music Shoalhaven and the Shoalhaven Eisteddfod have joined forces to 
sponsor two school concerts in the Shoalhaven. The purpose is to encourage young people to learn 
to play instruments and/or to sing. We are sending the Sydney Conservatorium Ensemble with 
David Miller AM to perform at Milton Public School and Nowra Christian School on Monday, 27th 
June. Each of the schools is keen to develop in its students the love of performing music. Both 
schools entered many sections in this year’s Eisteddfod, displaying an enthusiasm to improve their 
skills and talents. 
 

THE SHOALHAVEN EISTEDDFOD:  Why not have a truly musical weekend? 
2:00pm, Saturday, 25th June, 2016 (the day before the Music Shoalhaven concert) at the Shoalhaven 
Entertainment Centre 

 
 

Enjoy a concert made up of some of the stunning performances seen at this year’s 2016 
Eisteddfod. Tickets are available from the Box Office. 
 

 

LEONARD LONG PAINTING: For many years Leonard Long, a Music Shoalhaven Patron, supported the 
club by donating one of his paintings to be sold, raffled, etc. We still have one of his paintings. Helen 
Turvey has raffle tickets. Please see her at the next concert.  

AAfftteerrnnoooonn  TTeeaa:: Music Shoalhaven is renowned for its afternoon teas.                                                   

We have a wonderful opportunity to meet our artistes and chat with them. We need as many 
people as possible to bring something delicious along on a plate to share. If you are unsure 
about what to bring call Jan Larson on 44460432.  

  
 

NEXT MUSIC SHOALHAVEN CONCERT, 2:00pm, Sunday, 21st August, Nowra School of Arts 

TThhee  GGrreevviilllleeaa  EEnnsseemmbbllee::  DDaavviidd  MMiilllleerr,,  PPiiaannoo    

aanndd  WWeennddyy  DDiixxoonn,,  SSoopprraannoo  

  
 

 



Thank you for supporting beautiful music and the arts in the Shoalhaven.     
Ona Boyd-Frazier   Music Director    Ona.Frazier@gmail.com    Phone: 02 4423 2802 

 

EMAIL OR POST?  Letters cost the club $1.00 each these days.  
If you are a person who could receive newsletters and other information by email instead of by post 
please let Ona know. This would certainly help our $$$$ bottom line and allow that money to be 
used to pay for our artistes instead. 

 

  OTHER CONCERTS COMING UP: 

 SUNDAY,10th July Gerringong Music Club Anna Da Silva Chen (Violin) and Wendy Hiscocks (Piano) 
 

 THURSDAY, 14th July 2:00pm Organ Recital: Gavin Tipping Berry Uniting Church Please note the 
day and time…in the school holidays. Gavin’s regular commitments preclude a weekend concert. 
    

 

Gavin Tipping is Director of Music and Cathedral Organist at All Saints' 
Cathedral, Bathurst, having taken up his appointment in January 2016. 
Gavin has a lifetime experience in church music, playing at many churches 
and Cathedrals in Australia and around the world. Gavin studied at Sydney 
Conservatorium of Music, Trinity College of Music, London and Durham 
University. He was Principal Organist at St Mary's Cathedral, Sydney for 10 
years and has toured internationally with St Mary's Cathedral Choir. He has 
also given solo recitals in Europe, USA and South East Asia. As a composer 
Gavin has received many commissions and his choral works are regularly 
performed.  
Adults: $25 Concession: $20 Proceeds to “Mummy’s Wish” 
www.mummyswish.org.au  

   
 

   FOR YOUR 2017 DIARY!!!    DATES FOR 2017 MUSIC SHOALHAVEN CONCERTS: 
5th February – AGM – Piano: Peter Scruton, 26th March – John Martin, Piano and Victoria Jacono-

Gilmovich, Violin and Viola,  7th May, 25th June – Conservatorium Ensemble, 20th  August, 8th October and 
19th November- Charles   Lovelock and his school choir and instrumentalists.            

MUSIC SHOALHAVEN’S NEW WEB ADDRESS: 
www.musicshoalhaven.org.au  

Our thanks go to our web designer, Leanne Windsor. 

mailto:Ona.Frazier@gmail.com
http://www.mummyswish.org.au/
http://www.musicshoalhaven.org.au/

