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OUR MAY CONCERT: We were so thankful to be able to experience the 

sound and the aesthetic appearance of the Harpsichord at the concert in 

May as well as the historic violins and cello. The concert was a delight. 

Comments such as “I just loved that Irish one...it carried me off, it did”, 

“They are terrific.”, “The little bits of information interwoven made it 

even more interesting.” and “The Vivaldi duet was a creamy dream.”  

give us a good idea of the quality of the performers. 

OOuurr  JJuunnee  CCoonncceerrtt::  SSuunnddaayy,,  2233rrdd  JJuunnee  

CCOONN--  QQUUEESSTT  XXIIXX  ––  GGrreeaatt  SSoouutthheerrnn  TToouurr  22001199  

    
SSyyddnneeyy  CCoonnsseerrvvaattoorriiuumm  ooff  MMuussiicc  &&  DDaavviidd  MMiilllleerr  ––  HHeeaadd  ooff  EEnnsseemmbbllee  SSttuuddiieess  

We are privileged each year to have students from the Conservatorium of Music take part in our 

concert series. It is great, too, when we see some of these students returning a few years later, as 

established professional performers. This year we will be entertained by the following performers: 

 

 

  

BRENDAN ZLARKIS (baritone) is a young Australian baritone currently in 
his final year of a Bachelor of Music in Vocal Performance, under the tuition 
of Andrew Dalton. Prior to his training at the Sydney Conservatorium of 
Music, Brendan spent time at the Actors Centre Australia. There, he took 
acting classes from some well-known Australian masters of stagecraft, 
including Dean Carey, Adam Cook, and Gale Edwards. Brendan is looking 
forward to the opportunity to perform for the first time along the southern 
coast of New South Wales with a group of his friends from the 
Conservatorium. In his spare time, he enjoys reading, playing chess, and 
relaxing by the beach. Next year, Brendan is looking to pursue performance 
in Australia and abroad.  



  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

HEATHCLIFFE AUCHINACHIE (guitar) began his classical guitar studies 

under Georg Mertens at the age of 10. He then went on to study under 

Russian virtuoso Vladimir Gorbach at the Sydney Conservatorium of Music. 

During his studies, he has been nominated for Encore, received a 

scholarship to study at the Sydney Conservatorium, and given numerous 

concerts as solo recitalist and chamber musician. Heathcliffe has received 

tuition and masterclasses from some of the most highly respected 

performers in the world, such as Lorenzo Micheli, Tim Kain, Z.o.o guitar 

duo, Dene and Irena Grant (SSO, Goldner String Quartet), Cathy McKorkill 

(Australia Ensemble, ACO), Martha Masters, Gian Marco Ciampa and Jane 

Curry. In addition to appearing as a solo recitalist, he regularly features in 

chamber ensembles and orchestras, including concerts with cellist (and 

former teacher) Georg Mertens, Orchestra 81, and his fellow musicians at 

the Sydney Conservatorium of Music. Furthermore, he performed as a duo 

with clarinettist Rebekah Rae at the Huntington Musical Festival in 2017. In 

2019, he plans to further compete abroad and give recitals across the 

country. When not practicing or teaching, Heath enjoys writing and his 

articles have been published with Classikon and Limelight.  

ROBBIE ADAMS (trumpet) is in his fourth year of  Trumpet Performance at 

the Sydney Conservatorium of Music. During his time in the Rising Stars 

program, the Ewazen Trio for Trumpet, Piano and Violin came to him out of 

necessity—there was a shortage of other brass instrumentalists to play 

with, but a surplus of pianists and violinists. Robbie studies with Andrew 

Evans and has played for Hakan Hardenburger and Rex Richardson in 

masterclasses. In 2017, he performed at the International Convention 

Centre, Sydney (ICC) with the Distant Worlds Philharmonic Orchestra, 

playing Nobuo Uematsu’s composition under the direction of Arnie Roth. In 

2018, he performed Joseph Haydn’s Trumpet Concerto in E flat with the 

Macquarie Towns Orchestra. Robbie also performs the Last Post on bugle 

for Anzac Day and Remembrance Day, for crowds of 10,000 people.                  

GRACE JOHNSON (piano) began her piano studies at the age of four. After 

completing her AMEB exams, she attended a creative and performing arts 

high school, during which she achieved her Associate Diploma and was 

nominated for Encore. She is now in her third year of Piano Performance 

under the tuition of Daniel Herscovitch, previously studying with Gerard 

Willems and Lyall Duke. Apart from her solo studies, she teaches privately 

and regularly accompanies brass, woodwind and string instrumentalists, 

and has performed at promotional events for Yamaha. She became part of 

the Avant Trio in mid-2018 and has enjoyed furthering her ensemble skills 

and learning the music of modern American composers. Having studied 

journalism and then musicology before transferring to a piano major, Grace 

continues to write about music. Her articles and reviews appear in 

University of Sydney publications and she also regularly publishes short 

fiction pieces and news stories. Grace hopes to continue performing, 

expanding both her solo and chamber repertoire, and to continue writing 

about music.                                                                                                                                            

MATEJA PRIMORAC (violin) was born in Bosnia and Herzegovina. She began 



  

 

 

studying the violin at age ten after first discovering her musical talent in 

singing. Two years later, she won first prize at the Croatian International 

Competition for violin. At age thirteen, she won a special prize at the 

regional competition in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Shortly after, she was 

encouraged to further her studies in Austria. There, she studied with 

renowned professors like Brian Finlayson and Igor Ozim in masterclasses. 

Mateja was a member of Kammerorchester in Klagenfurt and played in 

several quartets, trios, and even jazz ensembles. Currently in her fourth 

year of Violin Performance, studying under the instruction of Alice Waten, 

she performs regularly with Ensemble Muse, a seven-piece group dedicated 

to performing the works of both established and lesser-known female 

composers, and Ensemble Apex, a chamber orchestra that aims to present 

music from the 20th century and onwards, popular or not. 

The group has a large repertoire from which to draw so we look forward to hearing them. 

SCHOOL VISITS: Each year the Con-Quest group performs in two of our local schools as a joint 

initiative of Music Shoalhaven and the Shoalhaven Eisteddfod. This happens on the Monday 

following their performance for Music Shoalhaven at the Nowra School of Arts. This year they will 

visit Nowra Public School and St John, the Evangelist, High School, where the Music Teachers are 

eagerly awaiting their arrival. Music Shoalhaven is thrilled to be part of this venture where young 

people are being introduced to a variety of instruments and styles of music that they have, 

perhaps, not heard before. 

THE SHOALHAVEN EISTEDDFOD:                                                                                                   
Wow! What a feast of music was heard at the 2019 Shoalhaven Eisteddfod. The Aria Final and the 

Piano Championship both yielded an astonishing standard of expertise by the young people, who 

performed. It was thrilling to see Arthur Bowcher and Luke Bowen, both from Bomaderry, not only 

in the final of the Piano Championship but achieving 2nd and 3rd respectively. Luke also won the 

Teen Piano Championship.                                                                                                                                  

There were many other local performers who achieved great results as well.  Music Shoalhaven 

gives $1750 each year for a number of different awards such as the Regina Newman Award. 

I would encourage you to come along to the “STARS OF THE EISTEDDFOD” at 2:00pm 
Saturday, 22nd June, the day before our next Con-Quest Concert.                                                                 

Why not make NEXT WEEKEND a MUSICAL WEEKEND !!! 

“THE HUGH MACKEN AWARD” This award is given to a Shoalhaven Pianist, who is 

showing great promise. It is an encouragement award given by Music Shoalhaven in memory 

of Hugh Macken, a past Music Director of Music Shoalhaven. Music Shoalhaven is pleased to 

give the 2019 award to Arthur Bowcher following his beautiful playing at the Shoalhaven 

Eisteddfod and his commitment to furthering his career as a pianist and teacher. 

 

AT EACH CONCERT WHY NOT VOLUNTEER TO HELP 
Why don’t you consider being involved? We appreciate the help of volunteers at the various concerts to 
help with chair set up/packing, serving tea and coffee and helping with the clean-up. Contact one of the 
committee members.  
It would be great if some of you could volunteer to write critiques of a concert or two.  Contact Ona.                                                                                     

  



AFTERNOON TEA: May I encourage you to bring along some afternoon tea to share. You could bring 

some dips or biscuits or sandwiches if you feel you’re not a cook. Every bit helps!   

        
  

2019 PROGRAMME 

DATE CONCERT 

11th August Duo Blockstix – Recorder and Percussion The Hugh Macken Award 

will be presented at this concert. 

22nd 

September 

Steel City Strings (String Ensemble) including Anna Da Silva 

Chen playing Beethoven’s Violin Concerto with augmented orchestra. 

17th November Strelitzia Trio 

 

OUR NEXT CONCERT : DUO BLOCKSTIX 11th August, 2019 at Nowra School of Arts. 
 

 

 

 

 

Alicia Crossley and Joshua Hill 

 

Percussion and recorder is a pretty exciting combination! 

Alicia and Joshua met each other when recording Tristan 

Coelho's "As the Dust Settles" for Alicia's solo CD 

"Addicted to Bass" in 2011 and formed Duo Blockstix not 

long after that. They have a shared love of new music and 

particularly like being involved in compositional 

collaborations focusing on new Australian compositions. 

 

          

  

 



For Your 2020 Diary:   MUSIC SHOALHAVEN PROGRAMME 

DATE CONCERT 

22nd  

March 

Acacia Quartet – is passionate about supporting Australian composers, 

working with young musicians and sharing the love of music with all ages. 

3rd May “FOUR HANDS” Daniel Herscovitch and Clemens Leskie Piano. 

Two wonderful Australian pianists team up to present a great programme 

of piano duets for our delectation. 

28th  June Conservatorium Ensemble and David Miller.  

30th 

August 

Esther Schöpf (Violin) and Norbert Groh (Piano) travel from Germany 

to perform for us. 

20th 

September 

SOUTHLAND – International Travelling Choir                                     

Lesley Challender, Conductor. 

15th 

November 

Glorious Voices – Kirsten Jones and Friends. Kirsten won first prize in 

the Shoalhaven Eisteddfod 2019 Aria Competition. 

UUpp  CCoommiinngg  CCOONNCCEERRTTSS  
 

 
Joseph Tawadros 

 AMTC 

Joseph Tawadros – World- Renowned Oud Player 

7:30pm 28th June, 2019 at Berry Uniting Church. 

Tickets $40                                                                            

Gerringong Music Club will host David Miller and Con-

Quest XIX, Sunday, 30th June, 2019 at Gerringong 

Town Hall...if you can’t make it to the Music 

Shoalhaven concert...or you could go twice...the 

programme isn’t always exactly the same. Tickets $25 

                                        

October Long Weekend, 2019                                                                                    

JAM – Albatross Juniors 

 




